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Editorial Notes. 

American League The organization of The American 
to Limit League to Limit Armaments has now 

been completed and its active propa- 
ganda work begun. Its purpose is "to combat mili- 
tarism and the spread of the militaristic spirit in the 
United States." It intends "to promote a sane national 
policy for the preservation of international law and 
order with the least reliance upon force." No dues are 
asked, and any one sympathizing with these aims is eli- 
gible to membership. The plan of organization is sim- 
ple, there being a President and a Council of not less 
than 15 members, in which body is vested the executive 
power. The President is Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler 
and the Secretary is L. Hollingsworth Wood, 43 Cedar 
street, New York. This new organization represents a 
large and growing sentiment in this country, and the 
greater its membership the stronger will be its appeal. 
In this one of its resolutions all peace people can heartily 
join: 

Resolved, That the true policy of this country is not to 
increase its land and sea forces, but to retain for productive 
and humanizing outlay the vast sums demanded for arma- 
ments, and to wait steadfastly for the day when we may 
offer our disinterested aid in helping the nations of Europe, 
crippled and prostrate by excess of militarism, to free them- 
selves and the world from the waste and the terror of 
heaped-up instruments of destruction. 

On January 15 the American League to Limit Arma- 
ments held its second meeting at Columbia University. 
The speakers were: Eev. John Haynes Holmes, Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise, and Dr. Frederick Lynch. The first 
public mass meeting was scheduled to be held in Cooper 
Union on January 26. 



Criminology Mr. Arthur MacDonald, of Wash- 

and war. ington, D. C, a leading student of 

criminology, honorary president of the 
Third International Congress of Criminal Anthropol- 
ogy, has some interesting conclusions concerning the 
bearing of criminology on war. Among what he terms 
the principles of criminal anthropology are these : 

"1. Degrees of criminality should be estimated ac- 
cording to detriment to the community. Prom this 
point of view international crime, or war, is by far the 
greatest of all crimes. 

"2. History is mainly history of the abnormal, espe- 
cially war, and one of the objects of criminal anthropol- 
ogy is to lessen and prevent war. Montaigne says: 'It 
is more barbarous to kill a live man than to roast and 
eat a dead one.'" 

Mr. MacDonald says that war is always a retrogres- 
sion to savagery. All soldiers must learn to kill without 
emotion or scruple. They can thus retrograde to a mem- 
tality inferior to that of many animals, and in many 
cases descend to such a low plane of morality as to de- 



light in killing. "The effect of military discipline and 
service on sex morality needs no comment." 

Through history, he maintains, we have been misled 
to suppose that war was the normal condition of the 
human race, whereas it is the exceptional and the ab- 
normal. One of the greatest opportunities ever given 
to the students of any science belongs to the criminal 
anthropologist today — the prevention of war. Beside 
it the diminution of all other forms of crime sink to a 
minor importance. Mr. MacDonald's theses deserve 
careful consideration and study. 



Scandinavian On the 17th of December last there 

Kings Meet. occurred a meeting at Malmo, Sweden, 
of the three sovereigns of Norway, 
Denmark, and Sweden, the importance of which at this 
particular time is very great. King Gustav took the 
initiative, and in issuing the invitation to Kings Chris- 
tian and Haakon to meet him at the port of Malmo, on 
the southern boundary of his kingdom, indicated that 
his earnest desire was for continued co-operation and 
friendship and the preservation of neutrality. No ques- 
tion of an alliance or entente seems to have been raised. 
The monarchs attended church service together, visited 
schools, and attended a brilliant dinner at the royal resi- 
dence. It was noted that they were dressed as civilians 
when the meeting took place. The memory of the Swe- 
dish and Norwegian sovereigns waving farewell to King 
Christian as his boat left the quay, and a few minutes 
afterward the cordial parting of King Haakon from 
King Gustav, as the former took his special train for 
Norway, will long remain with the throngs assembled 
at the port. 



Death of Miss i n the death, on December 27, in 

Grace H. Dodge. New Yor k City, of Grace H. Dodge, the 
peace cause, as well as all philanthropic 
and humanitarian movements, has lost a great friend 
and supporter. Miss Dodge was a daughter of the late 
William E. Dodge and great-granddaughter of David 
Low Dodge, the "father of the modern peace movement." 
She was a noble, genuine, and unassuming Christian 
woman, who during her entire life devoted herself to 
educational and benevolent causes, especially those for 
the help of women and girls. She was known most 
widely perhaps as President of the National Board of 
the Young Women's Christian Association of the United 
States. She was also the founder of the Working Girls' 
Society and of the Travelers' Aid, for the protection of 
women who arrive alone at railroad stations and steam- 
ship piers. She was always actively interested in educa- 
tion, having been made, in 1886, the first woman mem- 
ber of the Board of Education of New York City. She 
was one of the founders of Teachers' College, Columbia 
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University, and was its treasurer and one of its trustees. 
The Board of Trustees of the American College for 
Girls, in Constantinople, had her for its president. Her 
instrumentality in founding the National Consumers' 
League and the State Charities Aid Association is also 
widely acknowledged. She first became actively con- 
nected with the international peace movement at the 
time of the First National Peace Congress, in New York 
City, in 1907. Since that time she had been a warm 
friend of the work of the American Peace Society, send- 
ing each year to the secretary a liberal contribution. 



American The Socialist Party is launching a 

Soc a sts nation-wide propaganda in the interests 

stud PsfLCB 

of disarmament and world peace. A 

strong peace program has been adopted by the National 
Executive Committee and a proposed manifesto issued. 
The first draft of this appeared in The American So- 
cialist of December 26. The manifesto and program 
will be submitted to the International Committee as 
well, and it is hoped that united action may be secured 
on constructive measures to bring about permanent in- 
ternational peace. The Socialist Party is interesting 
itself especially in the economic causes of war and the 
economic phases of the problem. Their program in- 
cludes the following six main points, with subtopics : 

1. Terms of peace at the close of the war. 2. Interna- 
tional federation. 3. National disarmament. 4. Extension 
of democracy. 5. Radical social changes in all countries to 
eliminate the economic causes of war. 6. Immediate action. 



Among the Peace Organizations. 

On Wednesday, January 6, at 10 a. m., an extraor- 
dinary session of the International Peace Bureau was 
held at Berne. This meeting was called at the request 
of the required number of members, and the urgency of 
the occasion seemed to demand the attempt to hold the 
meeting. A report will be given in due time of the 
discussions and the Tesults of the session. 

The American Association for International Concili- 
ation in its report for the quarter ending December, 
1914, states that there is, since the outbreak of the war, 
an increasing demand for its publications. Thirty-two 
additional colleges and schools and several Y. M. C. A.'s 
have requested documents to use in class-work. The 
Association has published the official war documents, as 
far as it has been able to secure these, from both sides 
in the conflict. It has published also a collection of 
war cartoons and a collection of war poems, besides 
articles on the "Lessons of the War," by Nicholas M. 
Butler, and on "Disarmament," by Hamilton Holt. At- 
tention is called to the existence of International Polity 
Clubs at five of the great universities and to the fact 
that the Association is now devoting part of its resources 
to the organization of similar clubs in other colleges and 
universities in America. 

Dr. Leo S. Rowe, professor of political science at the 
University of Pennsylvania and one of the representative 
directors of the American Peace Society, has recently 



completed his lectures at the National University of 
La Plata, in Argentina. He gave two courses of lectures 
to the university students — one on international law and 
one on municipal problems — besides a series of public 
addresses. Dr. Eowe has the honorary degree of LL. D. 
from La Plata University. Since concluding his lec- 
tures he has been making an extensive tour of Chile and 
Peru, encouraging more intimate friendship and under- 
standing between our country and Latin America. 

A series of four Sunday afternoon lectures on "The 
War and the New World Order" will be given by Prof. 
Jay William Hudson under the auspices of the Educa- 
tion Committee of the Massachusetts Peace Society in 
Tremont. Temple, Boston, in February. These meetings, 
which will be held at 3 p. m., are free to all interested 
in the positive and constructive ideas underlying the 
peace movement as it exists today. 

The subjects are as follows: February 7, "The Rise 
of a New World Order;" chairman, Rev. Edward A. 
Horton ; February 14, "How the War Affects the Aver- 
age Man;" chairman, Hon. Albert E. Pillsbury; Febru- 
ary 21, "America's Message to Europe;" chairman, Presi- 
dent L. H. Murlin, Boston University; February 28, 
"After the War— What?" chairman, Dr. Frederick W. 
Hamilton. 

The Dutch Anti-War Council is continuing its active 
propaganda throughout Holland and is endeavoring to 
secure wide-spread co-operation in other countries. On 
December 15 large mass-meetings were held simulta- 
neously in the chief towns of Holland, the common aim , 
of the meetings being to create a strong public opinion 
in the neutral States in favor of securing a lasting and 
durable peace at the close of the war. Resolutions were 
carried at these meetings providing for (1) co-operation 
between States, (2) limitation of armament by interna- 
tional agreement, (3) a share by the representatives of 
the people in the peace negotiations, (4) no transference 
of territory against the will of the people, and (5) new 
steps toward obligatory arbitration and inquiry into in- 
ternational disputes. The meetings were of a strictly 
neutral character, and great stress was laid on the ne- 
cessity for a mutual spirit of appreciation and co-opera- 
tion to take the place of animosity and antagonism 
between the nations. 

Under date of January 8, the Secretary of the New 
York Peace Society writes that a group of young men 
jonnected with the New York Peace Socijety have 
formed themselves into a "World Federation Society" 
for the discussion of international subjects. They hold 
their meetings at 8 p. m., on the first and" third Satur- 
days of each month, in the Annex Club Room at the 23d 
Street Y. M. C. A. All young men interested in such 
discussions are invited to attend the meetings, and read- 
ers of the Advocate op Peace who cannot be present 
are invited to express their views by letter on subjects 
under consideration. Recent subjects discussed include 
the following: "That any citizen of one nation, accused 
of committing criminal acts against either the person or 
property of citizens or the government of any other 
nation, shall, with the exception of cases satisfactorily 
dealt with in the municipal courts, be tried before an 
international criminal court" ; and "That no country or 
province be transferred from one government to another 
without the consent, by plebiscite, of the population of 
such country or province." 



